
Cu  

magazine of the Irish 

Wolfhound Club of  

Victoria 



THE IRISH WOLFHOUND CLUB OF VICTORIA (INC) 

OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE 2014 

 

President Anne O’Mahony  Tel: 5997 7449        anne.omahony1@bigpond.com 

 Vice President Lindy Knell  Tel: 9716 3044       lindy_knell@hotmail.com 

 Secretary Di Mainwaring  Tel: 5979 4446  dialex@satlink.com.au 

 Treasurer: Claire Stafford  Tel: 9764 5999  Claire.stafford@enspec.com 

 

Committee:  

  Chris Biesiekierski  Tel: 58292348  bersa5@bigpond.com 

  Anthony Clare   Tel: 5348 7729              antoninus_clareo@bigpond.com  

  Eve Costa   Tel: 5428 2367           houndswood@clearmail.com.au 

  Francis McEvoy  Tel: 8568 2394                 mcevoy@activ8.net.au 

  Jeannine Hooper  Tel: 7009 0528  hooperj@adam.com.au 

  Kathryn O'Brien  Tel: 5348 7729  kathrynobrien23@hotmail.com 

  

Editors: Jeannine Hooper & Anthony Clare  

hooperj@adam.com.au and antoninus_clareo@bigpond.com  

 

“Cu” is not to be reprinted, either in full or in part, without the permission of the Committee. The Edi-

tors take no responsibility for any material printed in “Cu” 

Rates for advertising in “Cu” are $20.00 full page, $10.00 half page and $5.00 quarter page. Please send 

remittance and copy to Jeannine Hooper OR Anthony Clare. 

All reasonable care is taken to ensure that the contents of “Cu” are true and correct. Articles published 

are obtained from various sources which are identified. Readers should take care in relying on these ar-

ticles for advice and/or information. The opinions expressed in “Cu” are not necessarily those of the 

Committee of The Irish Wolfhound Club of Victoria Inc. The editor and/or committee reserves the right 

to correct, alter, reduce, retype, re-arrange or refuse, without prejudice, any copy submitted for  

publication.  

 

Victorian club website 

http://irishwolfhound.org.au/ 



March 2014 
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A CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

Both Anthony and I feel we have some pretty big shoes to fill as 

editors with Tony and Maisie’s decision to step back from the 

role they have so ably carried out after many years at the helm. 

In this issue you will find details of the October Championship 

show  including a biography of the judge Jürgen Rösner who 

will be judging both Deerhounds and Wolfhounds that day.  He 

brings with him a wealth of knowledge and experience in both 

breeds having bred and shown under the Oelmühle prefix since 

1979. 

The  Deerhound of Victoria Club show will be held first  with 

the Wolfhound Club show to commence no earlier than 3pm or 

as soon as the Deerhound show finishes. 

Our club membership is quite varied with members located 

throughout most areas of Victoria and other states.   As many of 

us may never meet each other, Anthony and I decided that we 

wanted to give everyone an opportunity to tell their story and 

what led them to decide on a Wolfhound to join their families.  

We would like to thank Judi O’Brien and Libby Lambert for set-

ting the ball rolling and sharing their experiences with wolf-

hounds in this issue. 

Also in this issue are the minutes of the AGM held on the 19th 

January along with reports from the secretary, treasurer and 

president.  

 

Jeannine & Anthony 

COVER IMAGE 

The beautiful image you see on the front page of this issue is of Alaska of Tir 

na n' Og and the photographer,  her owner and breeder Rainer Sticht.  Printed 

with kind permission . 
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Remus’ diagnosis and subsequent journey has caused me to become a  
passionate advocate for the need to have all Irish Wolfhounds heart -
tested yearly by cardiologists 

HEART  DISEASE IN WOLFHOUNDS 
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This post in The Irish Wolfhound Community group on 

Facebook just a few  days ago, printed with permission, 

highlights a common issue about heart disease in Irish  

Wolfhounds… that it can often initially present with no 

symptoms and in this case, early detection  saved this 

hound’s life because the owner knew to get his hound 

tested.    

Often heart disease will not be picked up by  your own 

vet at their annual checkup and only be evident at 4-6 

years of age, when the hound shows symptoms and may 

well already have been bred from.  

My hound Remus is still a puppy at 2 ¾ years old.  He was diagnosed – by accident – with Atrial Fi-

brillation (AF) when he was 2.  His diagnosis and subsequent journey has caused me to become a pas-

sionate advocate for the need to have all Irish Wolfhounds heart -tested yearly by cardiologists, and to 

promote, encourage and enlist volunteer hounds to participate in the ongoing heart research (going 

for over 30 years).  

Various long term studies have been done on Irish Wolfhound incidents of heart disease.  The earliest 

study suggested that 23% could be affected by a form of heart disease by age 6.  More recent studies 

have suggested 18.5% male and 13.7% female (UK study) or (12-13% US study) hounds will be affected 

by  AF alone. 

No similar study has been done in Australia to my knowledge. 

The most common types of heart disease include fibrillation, where the heart doesn’t have a steady 

beat but instead has periods where it flutters extremely quickly or is very slow, usually in the atrium 

(Atrial Fibrillation - AF) or ventricles (Ventricular Fibrillation - VF), and dilated cardiomyopathy 

(DCM), where the chambers of the heart become enlarged.  Untreated AF or VF may contribute to 

DCM occurring.  All types of heart disease are scary, but DCM has the added nastiness of causing fluid 

to build up in the lungs, so the hound effectively slowly drowns if left untreated.   

If picked up early, preferably before the hound displays symptoms, appropriate drugs can be  

prescribed to stop or reduce the likelihood of the heart disease progressing ; one isolated heart test 

will not rule out heart disease occurring in the future,  hence the need for yearly heart checks.  



(left) Sinus arrhythmia .  This is the most  

common arrhythmia seen, and it is the normal 

resting rhythm for dogs 
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Heart checks are easy, pain-free and non-invasive.    

The cardiologist will first listen to the heart with 

normal stethoscope, then an echocardiogram 

(ultrasound) and electrocardiogram (ECG) on the 

hound. 

All tests can be done with the hound standing.  To 

perform the ECG, the cardiologist will attach  

electrodes to the hound (no pain felt and no  

shaving needed) that are attached to a machine that 

will print out a heart rate similar to this. 

To perform the heart ultrasound, the cardiologist will apply a conductive gel and use a probe that is  

moved gently around both sides of the hound’s chest to have a good look at the heart. 

For both procedures the hound needs to stay still. 

There is also an option for hounds to lie down on a low platform for the echo if that is more  
comfortable. 

We also need volunteer hounds to participate 

in the heart studies. 

We need both young (maybe 3 or under) that 

have AF without any complications, and also 

hounds who are heart-disease-free and 8+ 

years old, who can participate by donating 

their saliva to the study. 

Each participant will get a pack that includes 

all instructions plus a small gift as token of 

your participation. 

More information on this is available on the 

Facebook group “Remus Wolfhound”  

 

Karen  Morrisey 



THE IRISH WOLFHOUND CLUB OF VICTORIA Inc. 

(Affiliated with the VCA)  

PRIZE SCHEDULE 
32nd  Championship Show 

  

To be held under the Rules and Regulations of the Victorian Canine Association. A copy may be inspected at the office of 
the secretary of this fixture. 

To be held at:    KCC Park, Skye,  

On:          Saturday October 25th. 2014    

Judge:  Jurgen Rosner-Papenfuss (Germany)   

Entries Close:  26th. September 2014 
 

 Entries, accompanied by the fees, to be sent to the club Secretary 

 Ms. D. Mainwaring, 220 Hendersons Road, Hastings, Vic.  3915 

 A stamped self-addressed envelope must be included for the return of exhibit numbers. 

Entry Fees:  Conformation classes:  $20.00 for first entry 

             $15.00 for subsequent entries. 

  Special classes will be $2 only, pay on the day. 
 

Catalogue:  $5.00 - Please order and pay with entries 

Judging Times:  Judging will commence at  3.00pm (or at the close of the Deerhound hound show, which-
ever is first)  There will be no check point at this fixture 

Fixture Closes:  10pm 

Classes for Dogs:  1,2,3,4,5,10,11,18 

Classes for Bitches: 1a,2a,3a,4a,5a,10a,11a,18a 

  Please note winners of classes 18 & 18a, cannot compete for Best or Runner-up In 
Show 

Special Classes:  24. Best Gaited               25. Best Headed Dog    26. Best Headed Bitch     

  27. Best Hindquarters     28. Best Coat                29. Brace 

 
A Parade of Veterans will also take place. No entry fee.  Closing date as for Breed Classes. A brief resume for each 
Veteran should be enclosed with entries. 

Donations of trophies or ribbons would be gratefully accepted. 

No person over the age of 18 who is a resident of Victoria can exhibit, officiate in the judging ring, or register an animal with the 

Victorian Canine Association unless he or she is a financial member of the Victorian Canine Association.  Membership expires on 

31st December each year. 

VCA Rules: 23A(IX) Every person who enters a dog in any fixture conducted under  these Rules shall be deemed to have certified 

that:  The dog is entered at the exhibitor’s own risk in respect of any damages or injury caused or suffered by the  

 exhibitor  or the dog in respect of any other canine activity. 

43A Any Body holding an exhibition under the Rules of the VCA shall not be responsible for any accident that may 

be caused through or by any exhibit and it shall be a condition of entry that each exhibitor shall hold the Body 

harmless and indemnify it against any legal proceedings arising from such accident 

Please note that this is a Saturday evening show – starting at 3 p.m. at the 
earliest   

(or at the end of the Deerhound show) 



Biography of Jürgen Rösner 

With my partner Jürgen Papenfuß I started in 
Irish Wolfhounds in the year 1973 followed 
later by Deerhounds, Whippets and Grey-
hounds.  

 In all those years we kept close contact, even 
making friends with many of the old breeders, 
trying to learn as much as possible from them, 
watching them judge and going to all the big 

shows in Britain.  

 We relied on the expert judgement 
of longstanding breeders. Ruth and 
Leslie Jenkins ‘Eaglescrag’, Susan 
Hudson ‘Brabyns’, Mesdames Harri-
son and Atfield ‘Sanctuary’, Ms. An-
astasia Noble ‘Ardkinglas’, Mrs. Gle-
nis Peach ‘Kilbourne’, and the 
friendly advice of Bill Siggers 
‘Ouborough’. The co-operation in 
later years with Dagmar Kenis 
‘Solstrand’ and Pamela and Jim 
Paloma ‘Erinwood’, combined with 
the exchange of stud dogs resulted 
in many fine Wolfhounds.  

In over 30 years we have bred more 
than 300 champions in all four 
breeds.  

“My judging of the two breeds, Scottish Deerhounds and Irish  

Wolfhounds, started in the beginning of 1982” 

German and international in 21 different 
countries, 12 world winners, over 40 Bundes
- and Europasieger, BIS at our 2 biggest 
shows like Bundessieger and Europasieger, 
countless group winners and BIS at Special-
ties.  
Oelmühle hounds are exported in 24  
countries.  

 My judging of the two breeds, Scottish  
Deerhounds and Irish Wolfhounds, started 
in the beginning of 1982. I’ve judged as 
breeder-judge at CH-Shows like Bundessieg-
er and Europasieger, important shows like 
Paris and Vienna, Club shows in England, 
Ireland, North Ireland, Scandinavia, Swe-
den, Skokloster, the World-Show in Stock-

holm, Netherlands, Switzerland, and the 
west and east coasts of the United States as 
well as Canada.  

 I started in Pugs 1998 and since 2008, I 
judged the German and Dutch Club shows 
and in several European countries. 

In 2007 I was honoured by the German  
Kennel Club (VDH) for our outstanding 
breeding of Irish Wolfhounds over many 
years, and awarded the “Baron von Gingins” 
medal.  

  

Jürgen Rösner 



P
r

e
s

id
e

n
t’

s
 r

e
p

o
r

t,
  
2

0
1
2

-2
0

1
3

 

  8 

As President of the Club I have the pleasure of reporting to members on another suc-

cessful year – it was not without its challenges, but the club prevailed, remained viable, 

and will continue to grow during the coming year. 

I recall the achievements of the Club and its hard working committee, as follows: 

Conducting yet another very successful Championship Show at KCC Park in March, 

with the hard work and planning of the show being undertaken by our hard 

working committee and officers.  A particular thanks to Paul and Lindy as well 

as Di and Claire in relation to the set up and conduct of the show, as well as to 

Tony, Eve, Katherine and Anthony for not only exhibiting their Irish Wolf-

hounds, but also their support by expertly catering for the show.  The club has a 

well earned reputation for conducting very successful shows, and those involved 

know that this does not just ‘happen’ 

Formalising our approach to Irish Wolfhound Rescue by development of an Animal 

Custody Relinquishment form and associated form dealing with the Irish Wolf-

hound’s health, social and preference backgrounds.  The form was drafted by 

our treasurer and was accompanied by serious discussion and shared experienc-

es over two meetings.  Katherine O’Brien agreed to take on the role of Rescue  

Co-ordinator.  Core principles such as use of rescue funds and approach to re-

quests in relation to cross-bred Irish Wolfhounds were also determined 

Preparation of an open letter to concerned members as to the Club’s approach and 

response to previous and ongoing matters of concern to the Irish Wolfhound 

community, in relation to breed integrity.  This letter was drafted by our Vice 

President, Paul Knell with additional input from the committee 

The Club’s website is now successfully standing alone after other IW Clubs in Aus-

tralia decided to disassociate themselves from the Victorian Club – many 

thanks to Jeannine Hooper for assistance and expertise in keeping our website 

up and running, and open to all. 

We have once again procured the judging services of an internationally renowned 

IW breeder to judge our Championship Show in October 2014.  We will be shar-

ing our judge with the Deerhound Club of Victoria and expect a strong entry 

from those exhibitors who would welcome an expert’s opinion of their dog on 

the day.  Thanks in advance to the executive and our incoming committee for all 

the hard work and planning they will need to undertake to make this another 

fantastic show. 

Another 4 great issues of Cu – many thanks to our retiring editors Tony and Maisie 

Vince for all of their work over many years. 

Many thanks to our Vice President for his support and success on the publicity and 

fund raising activities, to our secretary, treasurer and committee members.  A particu-

lar thank you to Francis McEvoy for his commitment to the Club by travelling from  

Adelaide to our committee meetings, as well as to Julie and Mick Mullins for all of the 

long drives to our meetings at Bulla. 

 

Anne O’Mahony   
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The Club has survived yet another very successful year. We have gained some new 

members, some of whom are keen to get involved, which is great. We have ridden 

through a few more storms in terms of the other clubs in Australia choosing, without 

any correspondence or discussion with this club, to distance themselves from the Vic-

torian Club. Whilst this is disappointing, we have remained strong and committed to 

our “Raison d'être ”. 

 

The Championship Show was very successful and, the judge was very impressed with 

all the dogs present on the day. Our Championship show in October is looking to be 

very exciting. We have managed to contract an internationally renowned Irish wolf-

hound breeder; I look forward to his judging. 

 

I would like to thank each and every member of the committee for his/her support 

during the year, particularly the work towards ensuring we had a very enjoyable 

Show. It’s really great to see how keen everybody is to ensure the club continues to do 

its job.  To Anne, for her cool head, her sense of reason, and her listening ear, I am 

grateful.  

 

I would like to thank Paul, who is retiring from the committee, for his hard work and 

support. I welcome the new members and look forward to working with you. 

 

Tony and Maisie have outdone themselves and I thank them for all their hard work 

producing the Club’s Quarterly Magazine’ Cu”, their work is appreciated by all mem-

bers. 

Unfortunately for us, they will no longer be our editors. 

 

Lastly, I also must thank Alex for his support  

 

Thank you 

 

Di Mainwaring 



 
 Annual General meeting of the Irish Wolfhound Club of Victoria Inc. 

January 19th. 2014 

Meeting was opened by the president at 11.04 a.m. 

Apologies: Apologies as per the Attendance book were move for acceptance by Julie 

Mullins, seconded by Claire Stafford.  Carried 

Election of Returning Officer and Scrutineer: Paul Knell and Stephan Biesiek-

ierski.  

Discussion re the fact that Postal Votes were emailed and so signatures not included. 

It was moved by Chris Biesiekierski and seconded by Francis McEvoy, “that we  

accept the postal votes as emailed without signatures this time, but next time make 

sure signatures are scanned in”.  Carried 

Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting: These had been circulated and 

were taken as read.   Moved for acceptance by Di Mainwaring seconded by Paul Knell             

      Carried 

Matters Arising from Minutes: None 

President’s Report: This was read and moved for acceptance by Anne O’Mahony, 

seconded by Lindy Knell.   Accepted 

Secretary’s Report: This was read and moved for acceptance by Di Mainwaring, 

seconded by Alan Flackerty.   Accepted 

Treasurer’s Report: This was presented and moved for acceptance by Claire Staf-

ford, seconded by Di Mainwaring.  Accepted 

Show Secretary’s Report: This was presented and moved for acceptance by Di 

Mainwaring, 

Seconded by Maryanne Flackerty.  Accepted 

Publicity officer’s Report: This was presented and moved for acceptance by Paul 

knell, seconded by Mick Mullins.       

  Accepted 

Election of Office Bearers and Committee 

The President discussed the past year and then  handed the chair to Paul Knell. Paul 

read out the nominations, as no executive position was contested, these positions 

were accepted, as per requirements , by a show of hands. 
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Paul and Stephan handed out voting slips, once these were completed; they counted the votes along with 

the postal votes. 

Committee and Office Bearers for 2014 

President   Anne O’Mahony 

Vice President  Lindy Knell 

Secretary   Di Mainwaring 

Treasurer   Claire Stafford 

 

Committee  

Chris Biesiekierski 

Anthony Claire 

Eve Costa 

Jeannine Hooper 

Francis McEvoy 

Kathryn O’Brien 

 

Election of Auditor: Claire nominated Mick Lindsay, seconded Lindy.   Carried 

Election of Editor: Francis nominated Jeannine and Anthony , seconded by Di. Carried 

Publicity Officer: Eve nominated Lindy, seconded by Claire    Carried 

Election of Show Secretary: Julie Mullins nominated Di seconded by Claire.  Carried 

Election of Trophy Officer: Di nominated Julie Mullins, seconded by Francis  Carried 

Election of Rescue Officer: Di nominated Kathryn, seconded by Paul.   Carried 

 

Next Meeting  -   April 13th. 

       August 24th 

        November 30th.  AGM 

 

Meeting closed at 12.40 



D
e-

se
x

in
g

 a
n

d
 I

ri
sh

 W
o

lf
h

o
u

n
d

s:
 A

n
 o

p
in

io
n

 p
ie

ce
  

Irish Wolfhound mortality 

I am unashamed of my love of my Irish Wolfhounds. They enrich my life in ways 

that I had not have thought possible until they entered my life. At the time of 

taking my first Wolfhound home I was no stranger to dogs, and no stranger to 

giant breeds and all the issues that come with them.  

I had the pleasure of sharing the life of a Blue Great Dane. Hanselmann Duren-

dal. She lived to a ripe age of 11 and some months, and it was not her great heart 

that gave out , but sadly her hind assembly. She lived through her last spring, 

and when I decided it was time, we spent the afternoon together in the side pad-

dock eating cake. And when the gentle spring sun had sunk below the horizon 

our local vet came to our house and I bid her fare well. 

For her never Death 

Recall spring my love and sleep 

Storm iron, her beauty 

It tightens my chest whenever I think about her. But when I see another Dane I 

just have to go over with our Wolfhounds and say hello. The conversation invar-

iably turns at some point to my having had a Dane as well, and every time I get 

the same shocked response when I say how old she was at her passing.  11 years 

with change was never enough. 

Getting back to our beloved Irish Wolfhounds. The reason I explain about the 

passing of my Dane, is to say that I am no stranger to the mortality of our giant 

companions, and the medical complications that can befall them. Even fore-

armed as I thought I was regarding giant breeds, the mortality issues surround-

ing Irish Wolfhounds came as a shock. 

Major causes 

If you are reading this, then you know the major causes of mortality in Irish 

Wolfhounds, and if you do not, this is not intended to incite fear. However for 

the general audience I will list them in order of likelihood. 

Cancer 

Cardio vascular disease 

Gastric Dilation Volvulus 

Arthritis 

Cancer is attributed to roughly 33.9% of deaths in Irish Wolfhounds.  Osteogen-

ic sarcoma is by far the biggest threat accounting for around 22% or (61% of all 

cancer deaths),  followed by lymphosarcoma at 5.3% or (15.7% of all cancer 

deaths).  Mammary cancer 1%, Lung cancer 0.75%, Stomach cancer 0.3% and 

0.2% for skin, intestinal and uterine cancers.  Around 4.5% of cancer related 

deaths were of unknown origin, or the diagnosis was in question. 

 

Regardless of this fact we can very clearly see the major contributor is Osteosarcoma. 



Cardio Vascular related diseases account for 15.1% of total deaths, many of the dogs in the study group 

simply dropped dead. This is something that we see in Danes as well. A seemingly healthy specimen 

twitches and gives a little whimper and is gone. 

There are some very interesting global initiatives regarding cardiovascular issues in Irish Wolfhounds. 

This may be a topic for further discussion. 

Gastric Dilation Volvulus or “Bloat” is the one we were told about most when discussing giant breeds. 

It was greatly stressed what to do and what not to do. The issue was that there didn’t seem to be any 

single indicator that would lead to bloat. In some cases it seemed dietary, in others exercise before or 

after eating or drinking. In other cases no real indicator at all other than the symptoms. 

Needless to say,  according to statistical data Bloat accounts for around 11.7% of Irish Wolfhound 

deaths. It was not until I did my own research in to the breed that I found out that osteo sarcoma was a 

far more likely cause of death. Why “Bloat” gets the lion’s share of the boogy man scares is beyond me, 

maybe it is because people think that it is preventable, and thus are proactive about it. I know that in 

some cases it is not at all preventable, even after the use of stapling. 

Arthritis and issues with Cranial Cruciate Ligament Rupture while two different things, are usually ef-

fectively the same when it comes to reasons of death. These two issues effect the quality of life of our 

companions, and as a result we euthanize them to spare them suffering. Over all the data from the Ber-

nardi study suggests 5% of Irish Wolfhounds are euthanized as a result of these issues. 

 

Irish Wolfhound development as we know is a wonderful thing. They start life as tiny bundles and then 

just grow, and keep on growing. Up until 12 months of age the growth is quite apparent. Then it slows 

down. After 12 months to 24 months height and weight gain are much more gradual, with strange 

spurts and surges sometimes evident as they grow through their teenage years. We all know this and 

have seen it. What may not be so clear is the difference in the development of entire and de-sexed Irish 

Wolfhounds.   

Hormones are a natural part of the dog species, they are required for all physiological aspects of a dog’s 

growth and development,  both external and internal. In a breed that is at risk to osteo related issues, 

anything that disrupts the development of the skeletal structure should be avoided. And we know that 

early de-sexing effects the growth plates in dogs. De-sexed animals are usually taller and rangier than 

their entire contemporaries. Apart from the growth plates and thus the skeletal structure of the dog 

being affected, we also have biometric changes and resulting stresses on joints and the musculature of 

the dog. This is something to be avoided at all costs. I have personally seen these physical effects of 

early de-sexing in Irish Wolfhounds, and wouldn’t want to see those disorders develop in any of mine 

The Irish Wolfhound is at the very edge of canine physiology. An interesting comparison  between the 

skull of the Dire Wolf or canis dirus and the Irish Wolfhound is that they are of the same size and gen-

eral shape, the dire wolf skull has a more pronounced zygomatic arches (cheek bones) and a more pro-

nounced sagittal crest down the midline of the skull. Both animals are of a similar size, with the Wolf-

hound in general being heavier. The Dire Wolf was the largest recognisable wild member of the can-

idae family. I point this out to illustrate just how far the physiology of the Irish Wolfhound is removed 

from even the extremes in wild canids. To achieve this there is some very complex combinations of 

genes and nurture at work. I would be hesitant to upset this balance in any way.  
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Neutering/de-sexing changes the hormones and thus the physiology of dogs. 

This being the case, how are we affecting the mortality of Irish Wolfhounds 

when we change their physiology in such a fundamental way. In short let us 

look at the results of studies as they pertain to breeds of dogs with the same 

causes of mortality. And how early de-sexing affects these causes of mortality. 

First let us look at de-sexed/ neutered animals.  By neutering Irish Wolf-

hounds what health/longevity risks are we mitigating? 

In male dogs we have 

Testicular cancer 

Prostate disorders 

In female dogs we have 

A reduction of mammary tumours 

Pyometra is almost  eliminated 

Removes a small risk from ovarian, cervical and uterine  tumours 

At the face of it, the mitigation of these risks is a good thing. However to what 

degree are these issues affecting Irish Wolfhound mortality rates? 

Combined cancers and tumours for both sexes account for 1.2% of Irish Wolf-

hound deaths. While Pyometra is the cause of 1% of deaths in all female dogs, 

and even if the instance of Pyometra is higher in Irish Wolfhounds, it is not 

high enough to affect overall mortality statistics. Anecdotally, I know of 

breeders with 35 years breeding experience that had a total of two bitches 

with cases of pyometra. Neither of which was fatal. 

2.5% of causes of Irish Wolfhound mortality will be mitigated by neutering 

your dog. Let us take a look the other side. 

By leaving Irish Wolfhounds entire what health/longevity risks are 

we mitigating? 

In male and female dogs - 

1. We see a reduced chance of osteosarcoma (de-sexed dogs increased risk of 

osteosarcoma by a factor of 3.45) 

2. Much reduced chance of obesity, a common health problem in dogs with 

many associated health problems, particularly in regard to an already 

stressed skeletal structure. 

3. Reduction in heart disease, myocardial infarction (heart attack) and cardi-

ovascular disease 

4. Reduction in orthopaedic disorders. Growth plates close at different 

times, and a de-sexed animal’s growth plates in the leg bones specifically 

stay open much longer. This can cause disproportion in the animal’s 

structure, thereby impacting skeletal integrity and negatively impacting 

the long term durability of the joint. 



5. Reduced risk of poor reaction to vaccinations 

6. Reduced risk of geriatric Cognitive Impairment (disorientation indoors or outside, loss of house 

training, and behavioural changes in social interactions) 

In female dogs we have 

1. Reduced urinary incontinence  (which in de-sexed females is as high as 20%) 

2. Reduced Urinary Tract Infections (UTIs) 

3. Early de-sexing can cause abnormal development of external genitalia, this in turn increases the 

instances of recessed vulva, vaginal dermatitis, vaginitus and UTIs 

 

Consider the reduction in risks of osteosarcoma, cardio vascular disease and arthritis for a moment. 

These as we know account for 41.3% of Irish Wolfhound deaths. And compare that to the  2.5% of 

deaths mitigated by neutering of your Irish Wolfhounds. Leaving your dog entire is a much healthier 

choice for the dog. 

Consider the ANKC ruling that Irish Wolfhound bitches are not to be bred from until they are 2 years 

old. Inferring that the dog is not physically mature until that age.  

Consider that the complex part the hormones in your hound contribute to every part of their devel-

opment. 

Consider the impact on the longevity of this breed, if we cannot find ways to raise the age by which 

our Irish Wolfhounds leave us? Not everyone can stand to go through the pain of that again, and will 

not purchase another. This does not help to popularise the breed. 

Consider your responsibility as an owner/breeder/companion of this animal, and prepare yourself 

for seasons and things that would otherwise inconvenience you if your dog is entire. Protect yourself 

and your hound with correct measures in place to ensure the security of your bitch during her sea-

son. 

And lastly please consider your options of tubal ligation if birth control is an issue for you, and if you 

must de-sex consider doing it only after your hound is fully mature. i.e. two years old or more. 

Also please consider that this is my opinion on the subject, the literature is out there on the subject. 

Please conduct you own study, and keep informed. 

Anthony Clare, Conghal Irish Wolfhounds 

Sources: 

Bernardi, Gretchen, 1986. Longevity and morbidity in the Irish Wolfhound in the United States 1966 - 1986, 
for the Irish Wolfhound Club of America, Inc. & Bernardi, P.O. Box 275, Edwardsville, IL 62025, USA. 
Blom, Anna & Thomas Blom, 2004. Hälsotillstand hos varghunden i Sverige, for the Irish Wolfhound Club of 
Sweden 
Danielsen, Ingrid, 2000. Behandling av Dødsårsagsskjema for Irsk Ulvehund innsendt for årene 1974-1999, for 
the Irish Wolfhound Club of Norway 
Jalving, Jeanette, 2005. Health survey of the Irish Wolfhound in Denmark, for the Irish Wolfhoundclub of 
Denmark, to be published 
Monberg, Pernille, . The State of the Irish Wolfhound. Wolfhounds.dk 

Patronek, G.J., D.J. Waters & L.T. Glickman, 1997. Comparative longevity of pet dogs and humans: Implica-
tions for gerontology research, Journals of Gerontology Series A: Biological Sciences and Medical Sciences, 
Vol. 52, Issue 3 B171-B178 
Sanborn, Laura J MS., 2007,Long-term Health Risks and Benefits Associated with Spay/Neuter in Dogs.  

Wachtel, Hellmuth, Dr., 1998. What can population genetics do for the Irish Wolfhound? Paper presented at 
the 1998 E.I.W.C. Congress in Mondorf-les-Bains, Luxembourg 
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I don’t remember when I first became aware of the Irish Wolfhound. More than 

likely I would have seen them in an Irish movie when I was a child, maybe “Flight of 

the Doves”?  Whenever, I was in awe, obviously of their size but also their regal and 

noble carriage.  

I felt a connection to them because of my Irish heritage. My father was Irish. ( I was 

made in Ireland but produced in Australia). As an O’Brien, I knew I was descended 

from Irish Royalty (Brian Boru) and I had read that at one time only Royalty were 

entitled to keep Wolfhounds. So I felt entitled. It wasn’t until 2005 that I brought 

my beautiful baby boy “Boru” home. I remember telling someone that I could just 

cry when watching him wake up and stretch or playing with his ball, he was so beau-

tiful and I loved him so much! (this person was obviously a dog person too, she felt 

the same about her Border Collies).  

I had hoped Boru would someday father pups, but I found out that he was  

unfortunately  a cryptorchid, so he had to be neutered.  

All of a sudden, he couldn’t fit on my lap anymore for cuddles, so I had to get on the 

floor with him so he could put his head on my lap. Of course, you had to put up with 

all the comments when out walking….”you should put a saddle on it”, “is it a dog or 

a horse? “ “how much does it eat”?    My Boru loved being greeted by others, always 

patient with them when they fussed over him, always gentle, I know those traits 

weren’t exclusive to him, it’s the breed. 

One evening he did his rounds of the property, annoying the rabbits, as he did after 

his dinner. This time he didn’t return. We found him where he dropped mid stride. 

He’d had a heart attack. He was 6 ½ years old. Our whole family were heartbroken. 

I miss my beautiful Boru. 

I currently have 2 dogs, both rescue dogs. Nessa is a staghound cross with some-

thing, Fenian is a deerhound cross.  

I love them both. 

I don’t have a Wolfhound in the family at 

the moment, but hope to do so again. 
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My friend Karen (another dog lover) and I drove to Daylesford one Saturday in 

February 2013 to pick up a two and a half year old rescue wolfhound referred to 

as ‘Woof ’ (by the children) but otherwise as ‘Lofty’. Irish Wolfhound Club of Vic-

toria (IWHCV), members Kathryn O’Brien and Anthony Clare had accepted him 

from Angela, the lady who had previously owned him.  

Angela had rescued Lofty when he was about 6 months old. She had found him 

starving and almost bald, chained up in a dirty yard (in Creswick). The young 

couple who owned him realised they were not able to look after him properly and 

relinquished him. Off he went to live on a small property with Angela and three 

little girls.  

He was beautifully looked after being 

bathed each month and loved every day 

He put on weight and his beautiful grey 

coat re-grew. Originally he had serious 

diarrhoea and needed worming a num-

ber of times but with proper care that 

issue was resolved. 

As the children were quite small, Lofty 

had to learn to behave. He learnt the 

meaning of phrases like ‘Not for 

Dogs’ ,‘Gentle’, ‘Sit’, and that wonderful 

phrase ‘Want to have a bone ?’. They also 

taught him how to come willingly when it 

was time for him to be tied up, and to 

‘Have a pee’ before he was brought in-

side, as well as to ‘Sit’ and ‘Wait’ and not 

to touch his food until he was directed.  

They didn’t know for sure when Lofty 

had been born but the children decided 

Lofty’s birthday would be on the 16th August as that was the twin girls birthday 

too. 

Lofty was very caring of his new family but had developed a jealous streak – he 

was unhappy to let any other dogs (apart for the family Jack Russell) near his 

family, in case ‘those other dogs’ stole his wonderful new family’s affections. The 

children would come out into the garden and let Lofty off his chain to play with 

them, but as might be expected, sometimes would forget to bring Lofty inside or 

put him back on his chain when they went inside.  

Somewhere in his past Lofty had learnt to jump, he could jump one metre almost 

vertically and land as silently as a cat. This began to be an issue as he would 

sometimes jump over the back gate. Angela was also a horse breeder and Lofty  



thought the young foals were just the right size to be his friends.  

Unfortunately little foals can get very frightened when chased by big hairy dogs and so Lofty would be in 

trouble again. Despite the great love that they all had for Lofty, Angela decided it would be best for him 

to go to another loving home.  

We arrived late at Daylesford as the trip took longer than I had calculated, so I never got to meet Angela 

but Kathryn and Anthony had kindly waited with Lofty until we arrived..  

Kathryn and Anthony learnt of Lofty’s plight and had brought him to the attention of the IWHCV com-

mittee. The club had approached various members who were able to provide appropriate housing for 

Lofty, and I was available to do so at the time.  I still had an ageing rescue hound Tippy, who had been 

come from RSPCA NSW and who was alone after the quite recent demise of the brother and sister, 

‘Mac’ (Cocaire McKerrall) and ‘Issy’ (Cocaire Isolde), her companions. 

Lofty was quite calm when we met him. We had brought water and treats for him, and he drank some 

water and ate a few treats but seemed rather uninterested in the proceedings. It was quite a warm day, 

but not excessively hot, so we put the air conditioning on in the car, and the windows down enough to 

circulate the air. Lofty happily jumped into the car and off we went. We got to Creswick and as it was 

lunchtime, Karen went to the bakery and got some lunch. Cooling off the offerings she had purchased, 

Lofty ate a sausage roll and meat pie but declined more water.  

We drove on and on across the state until we got to a roadside petrol station stop around Packenham. 

Lofty was happy for us to give him water and a walk and then happy to get back in the car. We all arrived 

home in Bena intact. 

Sadly Tippy had died in the days before Lofty arrived, so there were only a lot of scents, to welcome him 

home.  

Karen went home, and Lofty and I sat on the veranda. Lofty seemed happy to recline on one of the  

hammock beds for a short time, then just sat on the veranda.  Later, I realised that at that time, he was 

just waiting for his beloved family to come and take him home. 

Shortly after that he stopped eating (nearly entirely) for about three days – I tried everything, including 

chicken stock and home grown minced beef, to little avail, but eventually, perhaps the survival instincts 

got the better of him, he ate some chicken mince 

The first night I let him sleep on my bed. He was happy to sleep with his head on the pillow next to mine. 

The second night, I let him sleep on the carpet next to my bed where he has slept ever since.  All six of 

the hammock beds on both front and back verandas remain unused, except on one rainy day, I saw him 

pee on one of them, rather having to get his toes wet. 

On the second day I rang Angela who was relieved to hear that Lofty was safe and doing well. She said 

the children were missing him terribly but that she had told them he had gone to visit his girlfriend. 

During the next days,  I kept Lofty close to me in the house yard (approx. three acres) or tied up so when 

I went out so he didn’t take off. As I had a second knee replacement only two months previously I 

trained Lofty to run on his lead alongside my ATV (quad bike) and he went for runs up to the front gate 

and later down our dead end road and back.  



He met some of my cows along the track but developed a healthy respect for 

them. Being curious animals, they followed us along the fence line. Lofty noticed 

they were somewhat larger than he and that his barking did not particularly 

worry them. This was probably because they do not fear me, having been hand 

reared. Later as I let him have more freedom the inevitable happened. One 

morning there was the yelp, yelp, yelp and Lofty turned up on the veranda very 

upset. The fence had bitten him !! This is the usual reaction of a dog who has 

met an electric fence for the first time. Ever after, they sniff the fence and seem 

to sense if it is electrified. 

The next week I called Angela again (at her request) who said she needed to 

speak quietly so the children didn’t know she was talking about Lofty. She said 

all had been resolved as the children’s aunt had sent them some treats and a 

card from Lofty. In the card Lofty said he missed them very much but that he 

really wanted to stay with his girlfriend. 

One of my neighbours, Clare, is a local shire ranger.  

Shortly after Lofty came home, I took him to her and she went over him looking 

for a microchip but could not find none. She then offered to help with Lofty’s re-

settlement by declaring him an adoption dog so his neutering, micro-chipping, 

worming etc., were done at a reduced cost.   

Probably as a result of his life with his first owners Lofty has a few  

idiosyncrasies. If he is tied up and a visitor comes along he gets very agitated 

and barks and rushes at them. If he is loose, he is unafraid and only barks to let 

me know someone is coming, then 

sticks his nose in their car window 

or gives them the ‘sniff test’ if they 

are on foot. He still backs off 

when I pick up any long handled 

tools (e.g. broom, shovel) until he 

realises that they are not to be for 

him. 

Sadly, he still wants to eat ‘Reg’ 

the kelpie cattle dog from next 

door, again I think, because he is 

worried I might run away with 

him.  

He loves to go in the car, but fool-

ishly I left him in the back seat of 

the twin cab one day, when I went 

to feed Reg while the neighbours 

were away.  P
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When I came back around the corner about ten minutes later, he had chewed the headrests to 

bits (!@^$&#%^$&). 

From time to time I raise orphaned native animals for the local wildlife shelter. Now, Lofty 

knows what possums smell like, but I am very careful whilst holding and hand feeding them 

Last September, we put a cow in the freezer and Lofty put on weight for a while as there was an 

endless supply of cow bones that got progressively smellier until I had to dispose of them. He 

has bones all around the garden and no matter how many times I tossed them off the veranda 

into the garden there is always a cache of his ‘treasures’ back on his bed by tea time. 

At least once a day Lofty comes to the kitchen and gives ‘the look’ toward that big white box 

(fridge) until I get the message, and give him some cheese slices. He also loves rice crackers, 

gingernut biscuits, dried liver and certainly goes ‘whacko’ for those Schmackos®.  

In fact, he makes it quite clear, that if invited, he would be happy to share in anything I am eat-

ing. 

During the day he is in and out of the house, sitting on the veranda guarding the farm or chas-

ing the magpies, but he comes inside a night. If I am working at my desk he sits in the little 

hallway in the middle of the house where he can see my every move and still be comfortable 

himself.  

He is very definitely related somehow to my first hound ‘Oscar’. He has so many of Oscars’ en-

dearing qualities, the big lean, the big black nose always in my face, visiting me at my desk eve-

ry hour or two for pats and lots of vocals when he wants something. Also the overall vacuum 

sniffing inspection when I come home to ascertain which other animals I have been associating 

with. Each morning he decides when I should get up, or at least get up to let him out. First, he 

stands and gives the big shake, then his head lands on the edge of the bed, then some vocals 

and if after all that, there is no visible response, the big paw thumps on the bed and so another 

wonderful day living with Lofty, begins. 

Libby Lambert 



10 “People” Foods for Dogs 

Provide variety and a nutritional boost 

By Elizabeth Pask and Laura Scott 

Source:  http://moderndogmagazine.com/articles/10-people-foods-dogs/1896#sthash.ELDwnUUJ.dpuf  

Can my dog eat that? Apples, salmon, pumpkin, beans, yogurt... people foods that are safe for 
your dog to eat. As a responsible and informed dog lover, you probably know that too much 
“people food” can make your dog ill or overweight, but there are some human foods that can be 
safely added to your dog’s meals in moderation to give a nutritional boost to her diet and add a 
bit of variety to her food bowl. Just remember: any additions to your dog’s meals should not 
comprise more than 25 percent of her weekly caloric requirement. 

1. Yogurt is a good source of available calcium and protein. When 
choosing yogurt, pick one that has live active bacteria and no sug-
ars or artificial sweeteners. The active bacteria may act as probiot-
ics. If your pooch is pudgy, make sure that you pick fat-free yogurt 
but not one that contains fat substitutes. Frozen yogurt is a nice 
summer treat for dogs. 

2. Flax seed (ground or oil) is a good source of omega-3 fatty acids, 
which are essential fatty acids that are good for skin and coat. 

Whole flax seeds are best if ground right before feeding as this type 
of fat can go rancid quickly. Flax seed can also be added to your 

dog’s diet as a source of fibre. Flax oil is a more concentrated form 
of omega- 3 fatty acids without the fibre. Make sure that you store 

the oil or seeds in the fridge in an air tight dark container.  

3. Salmon is a fatty fish which is also a good source of omega- 3 fat-
ty acids. These fats support the immune system and can be benefi-
cial for skin and coat health. There has also been some indication 
that they may benefit dogs with allergies. You can feed salmon or 
salmon oil. If feeding salmon, make sure it’s cooked before serving, 
as raw salmon can carry a parasite that can make your dog sick.  

4. Pumpkin is a good source of fibre and beta carotene (a source of  
vitamin A). Dogs need fibre in their diet. The current trend is towards 

highly digestible diets that lower stool volume and this is not neces-
sarily a good thing. Keeping the GI tract moving helps keep the cells 

lining the gut healthy.  



5. Sweet potatoes are another source of dietary fibre and contain  
vitamin B6, vitamin C, beta carotene, and manganese. Sweet potatoes 

are great sliced and dehydrated as a chewy treat for your dog. There 
are so many dog treats on the market that we often overlook the  

simple, healthy, and reasonably priced treats available at our grocery 
store.  

6. Green beans are a good source of plant fibre, vitamin K, 
vitamin C, and manganese. If your dog has a tendency to put 
on weight, then replacing some of her regular food with 
green beans is a great low calorie way to fill her up and help 
her maintain a healthy weight. Many dogs enjoy green beans 
frozen . 

7. Eggs are a great source of very digesti-
ble protein, riboflavin, and selenium. For 
some dogs that are prone to digestive up-
set, eggs can give them a little protein 
boost. Adding eggs to your dog’s food is a 
healthy treat. Make sure to use cooked 
whole egg, as raw egg whites can cause 
biotin deficiency. If you do a lot of train-
ing with your dog, consider taking cooked 
eggs to your next class as training treats.  

8. Brewer’s yeast is the yeast that’s left over from making alcohol. Dogs 
seem to really enjoy the tangy taste of brewer’s yeast. It’s full of B vita-
mins which are good for skin, coat, and carbohydrate metabolism. Make 
sure you’re using brewer’s yeast (available at health food stores), not 
baking yeast which will make your dog sick. Brewer’s yeast can spice up 
your dog’s appetite. Just sprinkle a little on the food of a picky eater and 
watch her dive into her food. 

9. Apples are wonderful crunchy treats for your dog. Apples with the 
skin on are full of plant chemicals (phytonutrients) that are thought to 

be protective against some types of cancer in humans. They are a 
source of vitamins A and C and fibre. Apple seeds, however, contain 

cyanide so your dog should not be allowed to eat the core. Though the 
effects of a few apple seeds will likely not harm your dog, the  

deleterious effects can accumulate over time if allowed to 
eat apple seeds regularly. 

10. Oatmeal is a good source of soluble fibre. This can be beneficial for 
some older dogs that may have trouble maintaining bowel regularity. 
Oatmeal is also an alternative source of grain for dogs that are allergic 
to wheat. It can be fed in conjunction with probiotics to enhance their 
function. Keep in mind oatmeal should always be fed cooked and plain 
with no sugar or flavouring. 



St Patrick's festival at  

Westbury in Tasmania.  

Wolfhounds on the march in Adelaide 
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